
ORDINANCE #866/08/19
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 11 CHAPTER 2 
SECTION 11~232-ANTI-NOISE REGULATIONS WITHIN THE CITY OF 
BRO\VNSVILLE TENNESSEE. 

WHEREAS, the City of Brownsville, Tennessee Board of Mayor and Alderman has 
detenuined that the "excessive noise from motor vehicles" may cause an immediate 
threat to the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Brownsville. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the board of Mayor and Aldermen of the 
City of Brownsville, Tennessee: 

Section 1. TCA 55-8-193: Excessive noise from motor vehicles: 

.55-8-193. Excessive noise from motol' vehicles. 

(a) No person operating or occupying a motor vehicle on any public street, highway, alley, parking lot, or driveway 
shall operate or permit the operation of any sound amplification system including, but not limited to, any radio, tape 
player, compact disc player, loud speaker, or any other electrical device used for the amplification of sound from within 
tb.e motor vehicle so that the sound is plainly audible at a distance of fifty (50) or more feet from the vehicle. For the 
purpose of this section, "plainly audible" means any sound that clearly can be heard, by unimpaired auditory senses 
based on a direct line of sight of fifty feet (50') or more; however, words or phrases need not be discernible and such 
sound shall include bass reverberation. 

(b) This section shall not be applicable to emergency or public safety vehicles, vehicles owned and operated by a 
municipal or county government or any utility company, for sound emitted unavoidably during a job-related operation, 
school or community sponsored activities, auctioneers or auctioning aci :vities, boats or other watercrafts operated on 
waters or any motor vehicle used in an authorized public activity for which a permit has been granted by th~ 

appropriate agency of a municipal or county government. 

(c) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor punishable by a fine only of up to fifty dollars ($50.00). 
[Acts 2004, ch. 515, § 1.] 

Section 2. Severability. Each section, subsection, paragraph, section, subsection, 
paragraph, sentence or clause shall not affect the validity of any other provision of the 
Ordinance. 

Section 3. Repealer. All Ordinances and parts of ordinances, which are inconsistent with 
the provision of this ordinance, are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

Section 4. Effective date. This ordinance shall become effective upon its final passage 
by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen. 
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11-229. Coercing people not to work. It shall be unlawful for any person in 
association or agreement with any other person to assemble, congregate or meet together 
in the vicinity ofany premises where other persons are employed or reside for the 
purpose of inducing any such other person by threats, coercion, intimidation, or acts of 
violence to quit or refrain from entering a place oflawful employment. It is expressly not 
the purpose of this section to prohibit peaceful picketing. (1983 code, 10-230) 

11-230. Caves, wells, cisterns, etc. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
permit to be maintained on property owned or occupied by him any cave, well, cistern, or 
other such opening in the ground which is dangerous to life and limb without an adequate 
cover or safeguard. (1983 code, 10-231) 

11-231. Interference with traffic. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
stand, sit, or engage in any activity whatever on any public street, sidewalk, bridge, or 
public ground in such a manner as to prevent, obstruct, or interfere with the free passage 
ofpedestrians or vehicular traffic thereon. (1983 code, 10-232) 

11-232. Anti-noise regulations. Subject to the provisions ofthis section the 
creating ofany unreasonably loud, disturbing and unnecessary noise is prohibited. Noise 
ofsuch character, intensity, or duration as to be detrimental to the life or health ofany 
individual, or in disturbance ofthe public peace and welfare is prohibited. 

(1) Miscellaneous prohibited noises enumerated. The following acts, 
among others, are declared to be loud, disturbing and unnecessary noises in violation of 
this section, but this enumeration shall not be deemed to be exclusive, namely: 

(a) Blowing horns. The sounding ofany hom or signal device 
on any automobile, motorcycle, bus, streetcar or other vehicle while not 

in motion except as a danger signal ifanother vehicle is approaching, 
apparently out ofcontrol, or if in motion, only as a danger signal after or 
as brakes are being applied and deceleration ofthe vehicle is intended; the 
creation by means ofany such signal device ofany unreasonably loud or 
harsh sound; and the sounding ofsuch device for an unnecessary and 
unreasonable period of time. 
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(b) Radios, phonographs, etc. The playing ofany radio, 
phonograph or any musical instrument or sound device, including but not 
limited to loudspeakers or other devices for reproduction or amplification 
ofsound, either independently ofor in connection with motion pictures, 
radio or television, in such a manner or with such volume, particularly 
during the hours between 11 :00 p.m. and 7:00 am., as to annoy or disturb 
the quiet, comfort or repose ofpersons in any office or hospital, or in any 
dwelling, hotel or other type ofresidence, or ofany person in the vicinity. 

(c) Yelling, shouting, hooting, etc. Yelling, shouting, hooting, 
whistling, or singing on the public streets, particularly between the hours 
of 11 :00 p.rn. and 7:00 am. or at any time or place so as to annoy or 
disturb the quiet, comfort or repose ofany persons in any hospital, 
dwelling, hotel or other type of residence or ofany persons in the vicinity. 

(d) Pets. The keeping ofany animal, bird or fowl which by 
causing frequent or long continued noise shall disturb the comfort or 
repose ofany person in the vicinity. 

(e) Use ofvehicle The use ofany automobile, motorcycle, 
streetcar or vehicle so out ofrepair, so loaded, or in such manner as to 
cause loud and unnecessary grating, grinding, rattling or other noise. 

(f) Blowing whistles. The blowing ofany steam whistle 
attached to any stationary boiler, except to give notice of the time to begin 
or stop work or as a warning of fire or danger, or upon request ofproper 
municipal authorities. 

(g) Exhaust discharge. To discharge into the open air the 
exhaust ofany steam engine, stationary internal combustion engine, 
motor vehicle or boat engine, except through a muffler or other device 
which will effectively prevent loud or explosive noise therefrom. 

(h) Building operations. The erection (including excavation), 
demolition, alteration, or repair ofany building in any residential 

area or section or the construction or repair ofstreets and highways 
in any residential area or section, other than between the hours of 
7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.rn. on week days, except in case ofurgent 
necessity in the interest ofpublic health and safety, and then only 
with a permit from the building inspector granted for a period 
while the emergency continues not to exceed thirty (30) days. If 
the building inspector should detennine that the public health and 
safety will not be impaired by the erection, demolition, alteration 
or repair of any building or the excavation ofstreets 
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and highways between the hours of6:00 p.rn. and 7:00 am. and if 
he shall further detennine that loss or inconvenience would result 
to any party in interest through delay, he may grant permission for 
such work to be done between the hours of6:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.rn. 
upon application being made at the time the permit for the work is 
awarded or during the process ofwork. 
(i) Noises near schools, hospitals, churches, etc. The creation 
ofany excessive noise on any street adjacent to any hospital or 
adjacent to any school, institution of learning, church or court 
while the same is in session. 
(j) Loading and unloading operations.The creation ofany loud 
and excessive noise in connection with the loading or unloading of 
any vehicle or the opening and destruction ofbales, boxes, crates, 
and other containers. 
(k) Noises to attract attention. The use on any drum, 
loudspeaker or other instrument or device emitting noise for the 
purpose ofattracting attention to any performance, show or sale or 
display ofmerchandise. 
(1) Loudspeakers or amplifiers on vehicles. The use of 
mechanical loudspeakers or amplifiers on trucks or other moving 
or standing vehicles for advertising or other purposes. 

(2) Exceptions. None of the terms ofprohibitions hereof shall apply to 
or be enfofced against: 

(a) Municipal vehicles. Any vehicle of the municipality while 
engaged upon necessary public business. 

(b) Repairs ofstreets, etc. Excavations or repairs ofbridges, 
streets or highways at night, by or on behalfofthe municipality, the 
county, or the state, when the public welfare and convenience renders it 
impossible to perform such work during the day. 

(c) Noncommercial and nonprofit use ofloudspeakers or 
amplifiers. The reasonable use ofamplifiers or loudspeakers in the course 
ofpublic addresses which are noncommercial in character and in the 
course ofadvertising functions sponsored by nonprofit organizations. 
However, no such use shall be made until a permit therefor is secured 
from the city clerk. Hours fOf the use ofan amplifier or public address 
system will be designated in the permit so issued and the use ofsuch 
systems shall be restricted to the hours so designated in the pennit. (1983 
code, 10-233) 


